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Conference Information 
 
8:30 a.m Registration in Main Hall 
Delegates must come to the Registration desk to sign 
their school’s attendance form, get their badge, 
program and evaluation form. If your name is not on 
the list, please write it in. Walk-ins or payments on 
the day are not accepted. 
 
All delegates must sign their school’s attendance list.  
Proof of attendance can be requested by the school 
and will be requested by the professional training 
organism (OPCA) if the school has applied. ELSA 
cannot deliver certificates of attendance without a 
signature. 
 
Session Access: 
Seating is on a first come, first serve basis for all 
sessions and if speakers do their best to accept as 
many delegates as the room holds we are required 
to close sessions at 20-25 delegates, or when the 
room has reached full capacity in compliance with 
the school’s security and fire hazard regulations. 
Plan to be early if your heart is set on a session. 
Sessions capped by the speaker are marked with an 
asterisk in the program. When planning your day 
before the conference, we recommend you choose 
two workshops for each slot to know where to go if 
your first-choice session is closed.  The computer lab 
has 20 stations and can accept an additional five 
delegates with personal laptops or digital devices. 
Please try to be on time to avoid disturbing an on-
going session. Some speakers may not accept 
latecomers. If a ‘Session Closed’ sign is posted on 
the door, kindly go to your second choice. Thank you 
for your understanding.  
 
Session Resources 
In an effort to be eco-friendly we encourage speakers 
to make handouts and Powerpoint documents 
available in electronic form. Speakers may come with 
an estimated number of handouts. Some speakers will 
accept emails and willingly send documents after the 
conference. 
 
School Wifi 
A secure ELSA wifi network with free access is 
available for delegates and speakers. 
 
Exhibitors in Cafeteria Level -1 
Companies are carefully selected for their value and 
interest. Many companies are committed to our 
network and return every year. Please make time 
during the day to pay them a visit and to review the 
new samples and material they have carefully 
selected for you. We are grateful for the generous 
contributions companies make to the end of day prize 
draw.  
 
 
 
 

Coffee and Lunch: Cafeteria Level-1 
Coffee and tea are served in the morning from 8:30-
9:00 a.m. and again during the morning break.  
Lunch is served at 12:00. You may eat in the adjacent 
classrooms and lunch spaces, 2nd floor cafeteria or, 
weather permitting, at the Parc Brassens just up the 
rue de Cronstadt. Thank you for keeping classrooms 
tidy by disposing of litter. 
 
Evaluation Form: Exhibitor Room  
Your comments on the value of the conference are 
important to the Program Committee for planning 
next year’s event. Please take a few minutes to 
complete the form and place it in the Raffle Box 
available in the Exhibitor room from 2:00 p.m. to 
4:30 p.m.  The form entitles you to participate in the 
prize draw. 
 
Closing Cocktail: Cafeteria Level -1 
Celebrate this great day with the ELSA team at the 
closing reception. Evaluation forms will be drawn for 
prizes generously donated by schools and exhibitors. 
If a participant is not present to retrieve the prize 
another form will be drawn.  
 
Locating rooms from the Main Hall 
• Main Hall: Registration area, stair and 

elevator access to all floors. 
To the right: Visual Arts Room, Music Rooms 
1 + 2  
To the left: Cloakroom 

• 1st Floor rooms 10, 12, 13, 15, 16, 18/19   
• 2nd Floor:  rooms 21, 23, 25, 26, Computer Lab 

(22) 
Cafeteria (open to delegates) 

• 3rd Floor: rooms 34, 35, 36, Science Labs 
• Level-1: Cafeterias (Exhibitors, coffee + 

lunch, reception + prize draw), classrooms for 
lunch, rooms 01-09, Art room. 

 
 
Have a Great Day! 
The ELSA Team 
 
* Conference information, program and schedule 
subject to slight changes.



 
 
 

8:30	Registration	in	the	Main	Hall	
9:00-10:15	First	Session	 	 								Speaker	 												Stream	 													Audience	 	Room	
Look	at	it	this	way:	Hamlet	workshop	 E.	Denniston	 English	 HS	 34	
Consolidating	Creative	Writing	 L.	Hynes	 English	 14-16	Yrs	 04	
Thinking	Like	Hegel	 M.	Tomlinson	 21st	Century	Skills		 HS	 23	
Significance	of	Fairy	&	Folklore	in	ECE	 J.	Black	 Pre-P/Primary	 4-7	Yrs	 Music	1	
Speaking	Progression	Using	Raps/Songs	 C.	Nicoll	 Primary	 Primary	 Music	2	
Digital	Portfolios	 I.Kay/S.de	Almeida	 Technology	 Primary	 26	
Process	and	Pitfalls	in	Learning	to	Read	 K.Holler	 Learning	Support	 P/MS	 18/19	
Computational	Fluency	and	Mastery	 E.	David	 Math/Science	 5-11	Yrs	 25	
Dealing	with	Difficult	Parents	 M.	Goldthorpe	 Well	Being	 All	 01-02	
Competency	vs.	Performance	 H.	Leone	 General	 All	 35	

 
10:15-10:45	 	 Exhibitors		 	 Cafeteria	Level	-1	

     
10:45-12:00	Second	Session	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Poetry:	Making	Things	Happen	 E.	Denniston	 English	 MS/HS	 34	
Unlocking	Unseen	Poetry		 L.	Hynes	 English	 14-16	Yrs	 04	
From	the	Lab	to	the	Stage	 B.	Zajac	 21st	Century	Skills	 MS/HS	 23	
Speaking	Progression	Using	Raps/Songs	 C.	Nicoll	 Primary	 Pre-Primary	 Music	2	
Help	Children	Deal	with	Climate	Change	 J.	Black	 Primary	 Primary	 Music	1	
Fostering	Collaboration:	Google	Apps	 E.	Rozé/N.	McKain	 Technology	 MS/HS	 26	
Executive	Function/Dyscontrol	 K.	Holler	 Learning	Support	 P/MS	 18/19	
Able,	Gifted	and	Talented	Learners	 E.	David	 Maths/Science	 5-11	Yrs	 25	
Helping	Children	to	Be	Their	Best	Selves	 M.	Goldthorpe	 Well	Being	 PreP/Primary	 01-02	
Digital	Citizenship	 E.	Milovidov	 General	 All	 35	

 
12:00-13:30	 Lunch,	Exhibitors			 Cafeterias	Level	-1												
Round	Tables	(to	12:30)	 Chair	 	
Leadership		 James	Cathcart	 										35	
STEAM		 Marcy	Zicari	 										23	
Guidance	Counselors	+	Well-being	 Brendan	McCann	 										34	
UK	University	Admissions	 Betty	Lau		 									15	
Curriculum	Design	and	Revision	 Carleen	Helaili	 										21	
Librarians	 Helen	Stathopulos	 									16	
   

13:30-14:45	Third	Session	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Grammar	Teaching	Made	Easy	 E.	Smith-Dennis	 English	 MS/HS	 04	
Close	Reading	of	Unseen	Texts	I	 P.	Salmon	 English	 High	School	 01-02	
Exploring	PE	in	the	Primary	Room	 C.Ryan/A.Jeziorowska	 Pre-P/Primary	 Grades	1-5	 Music	
Graphic	Novels	to	Inspire	Writing	 T.Magee	 Primary	 9-12	Yrs	 25	
The	Google	Classroom	 E.Rozé/N.McKain	 Technology	 MS/HS	 26	
Sensori-Motor	Readiness	 L.	Faulise	 Learning	Support	 Pre-Primary	 18/19	
Creating	a	FABLAB	(limited	capacity)	 McCormick/Ardrit	 Maths/Science	 P/MS	 Visual	Arts	
Introduction	to	Positive	Psychology		 F.	Forman	 Well	Being	 Primary	 34	
Teaching	Presentation	Skills	 R.Cuthbertson	 General	 All	 36	
Problem-solving	Strategies	and	Tools	 R.	Schildge	 21st	Century	Skills	 MS/HS	 22	

	 	 	 	 	
14:45-15:15	 	 Exhibitors		 	 Cafeteria	Level	-1	
	 	 	 	

15:15-16:30	Fourth	Session		 	 	 	 	 	 																																	
Grammar	Teaching	Made	Easy	 E.	Smith-Dennis	 English	 Primary	 04	
Close	Reading	of	Unseen	Texts	II	 P.	Salmon	 English	 High	School	 01-02	
Positive	Psychology	in	the	Classroom	 F.	Forman	 Pre-P/Primary	 Primary	 34	
Planning	for	Extended	Writing		 T.	Magee	 Primary	 7-11	Years	 25	
Using	your	iPads	to	Foster	Collaboration	 E.	Rozé/K.Fullerton	 Technology	 Primary	 26	
Preparing	for	Sensori-Motor	Demands	 L.	Faulise	 Learning	Support	 6-12	Years	 18/19	
STEM:	Give	it	Up	for	the	Gifted	 M.	Gregory	 Maths/Science	 P/MS	 21	
Bodywork,	Mindfulness	and	the	Voice	 R.	Cuthbertson	 Well	Being	 All	 36	
BICS	or	CALP:	Academic	Language	Dev’t.	 J.	Feinmann	 General	 All	 23	
Social	Justice	in	Every	Classroom	 H.	Leone	 21st	Century	Skills	 All	 35	

 
16:30-17:00	 											Reception	+	Prize	Draw		 	Cafeteria	Level-1	



 

ENGLISH STREAM 
 

 
9:00-10:15 Look at it this way: Hamlet workshop   Edward Denniston   High School 
This workshop will explore ways in which the text of a play can be read ‘three-dimensionally’ and remind us that 
characters speak, listen and respond in the present moment and have needs and hopes.  Emphasis will be placed on 
the potentialities of the text’s scenic sequence as the play forwards itself, 'live'. This workshop will be interactive 
and participants will be expected to take part in a variety of fun and creative exercises. If possible, please bring 
along a copy of ‘Hamlet’. 
 
9:00-10:15 Consolidating & Extending Creative Writing Skills  Laura Hynes   Ages 14-16 
Objectives: To identify and comment on the effects of features of exceptional creative writing. To plan and write 
creatively. To assess writing and reflect on strengths and weaknesses 
This session would focus on developing students’ awareness of and ability to use stylistic and structural choices in 
creative narrative prose.  At each stage of the session, teachers would be encouraged to reflect on and discuss the 
benefits for students but also the challenges presented. 
Introduction: The session would begin by exploring a range of images to stimulate sensory reactions/ language 
choices (mind-map collectively using ambitious vocabulary/ adverbs/ the senses).   
Development: We would then develop this initial response by identifying word class and building up descriptions 
(link to the renewed focus on subject terminology/ wordclass in the 2015 English language GCSE).  We would also 
explore how to develop students’ skills in creating a success criteria for creative writing, complete a planning task, 
annotate an A* exemplar and write creatively using the success criteria as the basis for self-assessment.  
Plenary: Focus on metacognition, reflecting on how writers have been developed (linked to Growth mindset and 
resilience) 
 
10:45-12:00 Poetry: Making Things Happen   Edward Denniston     Secondary 
My hope is: to reveal or expose the full potential that the made poem affords us - teacher and student - as we 
negotiate what it says and does. Reflecting now on years of entangling myself in poetry I’m aware that what a 
poem does, attempts to do, or doesn’t do, must not be ignored as we read (at times, over anxiously) in search of 
what it says. I hope to explore too how a poem resists us and how talking about such resistances can lead us to 
satisfactory, even pleasurable encounters with a poem. To steal a trope from poet Rita Dove: All art is a cage 
shaped by the artist into which he/she climbs so they might safely and distinctly sing. As one who writes poetry, I 
have found this notion of invention by way of restriction - the self-inflicted playing pitch (form) - both engaging 
and ‘true’, in literature and sport. We will explore ‘ways’ of teaching poetry: using the creative writing exercise as a 
way of approaching a poem or poet, speech patterns and poetry, poem as aural impact, as picture maker and as 
stirrer-up of things within, a poem as conversation piece over a coffee, the movement and drama in a poem and 
much more... 
 
 10:45-12:00 Unlocking Unseen Poetry    Laura Hynes                     Ages 14-16 
Objectives: To identify techniques used by poets to achieve effects. To comment on the effects of techniques. To 
respond analytically/ re-creatively to the text. Explore creative ways to introduce and consolidate existing 
knowledge of key terms e.g. bingo, quiz, testing each other, matching activities.  Explore ways to challenge 
students beyond feature-spotting e.g. post-it note examples as the basis of the quiz. 
Development: Explore creative and engaging ways of introducing poetry e.g. a set of statements linked to the poem 
to be debated.  Use reactions to images/ the use of music to discuss tone/ atmosphere, mirroring that within the 
poem.  This would further develop with creative approaches to class reading of the poems (‘The Arundell Tomb’ by 
Philip Larkin/ ‘The Conquerors’ by Henry Treece) – paired annotation foci e.g. structural choices, ambiguity within 
the poem, imagery, characterisation, tone, narrative voice.  Links to the renewed focus on unseen poetry in the 2015 
Literature GCSE.  Discussion of effective mechanisms for independent and group annotation and class feedback 
e.g. ‘zooming in’/ use of questioning to develop deep thinking and challenge. Using a set of statements relating to 
the presentation of love/ war in each poem respectively, students craft a re-creative response, mirroring Larkin/ 
Treece’s structure 
Plenary: Explore creative ways of consolidating learning- class teaching of the two poems building student 
independence, challenge and oral communication.  Reflection on how they mirrored the poet’s style. 
 
 
 
 



 

 13:30-14:45 Grammar Teaching Made Easy  Dr. Ellen Smith-Dennis    Secondary 
Recent UK National Curriculum (NC) changes have raised the profile of grammar with greater emphasis on 
linguistic analysis of texts and increased Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar weighting. This workshop gives 
teachers the opportunity to refresh their grammar subject knowledge to explore fun, interactive grammar teaching 
resources such as those freely available on the Englicious website and to participate in a discussion where 
participants can share their practices, views and experiences of grammar teaching. The overall aim is to provide 
participants with new ideas, strategies and support so they feel confident and enthusiastic about teaching grammar 
in the classroom. Participants should bring a tablet or laptop. 
 
 13:30-14:45 Close Reading of Unseen Texts for Examination I  Paddy Salmon High School 
Cambridge IGCSE and the OIB have modules for practical criticism - perhaps one of the hardest tasks that students 
of literature have to face. How can we best prepare them for this both in teaching them techniques for close reading 
and also in teaching students how to write a good critical essay? We shall explore different strategies and exercises 
to give teachers confidence and make the learning process fun for the pupils. 
 
15:15-16:30 Grammar Teaching Made Easy  Dr. Ellen Smith-Dennis                  Primary 
Recent UK National Curriculum (NC) changes have raised the profile of grammar with greater emphasis on 
linguistic analysis of texts and increased Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar weighting. This workshop gives 
primary teachers the opportunity to refresh their grammar subject knowledge to explore fun, interactive grammar 
teaching resources such as those freely available on the Englicious website and to participate in a discussion where 
participants can share their practices, views and experiences of grammar teaching. The overall aim is to provide 
participants with new ideas, strategies and support so they feel confident and enthusiastic about teaching grammar 
in the classroom. Bring your own device. 
 
15:15-16:30 Close Reading of Unseen Texts for Examination II  Paddy Salmon High School 
The second session will continue where the first left off but I shall quickly recap for those who missed the first. It 
will offer more practical exercises and help for teachers who may feel somewhat daunted (let alone the poor 
pupils!) having to teach practical criticism. I start from the assumption that reading is a pleasure - a learning and 
sharing exercise and that for both teachers and pupils right questions are far more important than right answers (if 
that is not too zen!). 
 
 

21st CENTURY SKILLS 
 
 
9:00-10:15 Thinking Like Hegel   Dr. Matthew Tomlinson          High School 
How do we develop the conceptual skills, big picture thinking and fearless learner attributes of our students through 
History? The aim of this workshop is to shift away from a narrative-driven approach to history by considering 
history from a philosophical perspective. 'Thinking Like Hegel' implies going beyond typical enquiry questions 
instead we will consider the shape of history itself. With reference to a Hegelian model, my workshop will explore 
a critical thinking methodology. My resources will be based upon a scheme of work I have devised for lower sixth 
students on the inter-war years of the twentieth century. 
 
10:45-12:00  From the Lab to the Stage    Bjorn Zajac      Middle/High School  
It may be surprising for some of us but physical sciences aren’t just a subject you have to learn in order to painfully 
get acceptable grades. It is a subject that also has “some” connections with the real world. Students go through their 
diploma years in an ideal world where nothing seems to challenge physical laws even when these go against / seem 
out of sync with personal experience.  The result is that students lose any connection between theory and 
applications. In order to help students make that connection between science and the real world again, let’s take 
them out of their “comfort zone” and ask them to cope with a concrete objective: start a music band and play a 
song. Easy? … Not when you have only a tiny theoretical idea of the physical concepts behind music, and no 
musical instrument yet. 
 
13:30-14:45  Problem-solving Strategies and Tools for the Non-Technophile   Ron Schildge     Secondary  
Let's be honest: buzzwords like 'computer science' or 'computational thinking' are intimidating. They bring to mind 
geeky programmers in garages who spend late nights making lots of money doing highly technical things that few 
people understand. However, we educators are increasingly expected to teach these 21st century skills not just in 
tech classes but in all our subjects. How is this possible without first demystifying this opaque field? Come for a 



 

non-technical discussion about how we can use the problem-solving strategies and tools of computer science to 
enrich our classrooms. We will look at some storytelling software for English classes, modelling programs for the 
sciences, and other applications that spark your interest. 
 
15:15-16:30 Social Justice in Every Classroom  Dr. Hélène Leone                                  All 
This workshop is designed for teachers to expand and enhance their teaching strategies for including social justice 
issues in the classroom. These practical activities can be used throughout the K-12 curriculum. How socially just is 
your classroom? Do you include social justice and human rights as part of your curriculum? Would you like your 
students to participate in social justice activities locally and globally?  
 
Recognising social injustice: There is injustice in the world. Injustice is produced and reproduced around race, 
class, gender, ability, or sexual groups that people are identified with. How does social injustice play out in the 
classroom? How do teachers foster a better understanding of social justice / social injustice in the classroom? 
 
Teaching for social justice: When teachers are teaching for social justice, they are working to end the cycle of 
injustice in the classroom. 
 
Teachers as “Agents of change: Teachers can challenge injustice in the classroom. Teachers must learn to recognise 
what social injustice looks like, and develop strategies to counter such injustices from occurring in their classrooms. 
Do teachers want to be agents of reproduction, or agents of change? They can become agents of change through the 
content, topics and pedagogical strategies they use in their practice. 

 
 

PRE-PRIMARY / PRIMARY STREAM 
 
 
 9:00-10:15 Significance of Fairy and Folklore in Early Childhood           Judith Black       Ages 4-7 
A little girl in a red cloak and hood has been eaten by a wolf!  A stepmother has had her eyes pecked out by a 
bird!  A vain queen has danced herself to death in red hot slippers! All too often adults change these tales to address 
their sensibilities rather than children’s authentic needs.  Such has been the case in our constant altering of ancient 
fairy tales in an attempt to make them ‘nice’ for our young listeners.  The truth is that young children wrestle with 
their own issues as profoundly as we do with ours and these time worn tales both honour and address their deepest 
needs.  Join us for this session during which you will hear, contemplate and tell traditional tales that speak to the 
heart and soul of your young students. 
 
 10:45-12:00 Speaking Progression Using Raps and Catchy Songs Carole Nicoll           Pre-Primary 
Carole is presenting two sessions.  Each session will include different songs and rhymes, appropriate to the relevant 
age level. This workshop will demonstrate how the learning of relevant topic-based catchy songs can vitally assist 
when learning any language.  Words attached to music enable the permanent retention of chunks of vocabulary and 
grammar generally enhancing learning across the curriculum.  Carole demonstrates this method of learning using 
IMI (Involuntary Musical Imagery) or ‘earworms’. This will be a fun-filled workshop demonstrating how teachers 
can enable their pupils to retain extensive language by using Catchy Songs, Raps and Rhythm. She will demonstrate 
how learning songs, raps and rhymes containing topical phrases and everyday relevant questions and answers can 
enable pupils to subconsciously acquire extensive language along with the correct pronunciation and intonation 
without even trying!  This method also greatly facilitates efficient speaking progression as each newly acquired 
song, rap or rhyme provides a base of vocabulary that is automatically built upon.  The ‘acquisition’ of just one 
song or rhyme a week throughout Pre-Primary and Primary will provide the student with an incredibly 
comprehensive, subconscious library of chunks of language which will be available to be drawn upon in later years. 
Audience participation is encouraged. Suitable for young children and adults with developmental delays (Special 
Needs), Pre-Primary, Primary and any fun loving teens and adults! Examples in English, French, Spanish, Italian 
and German. 

 
13:30-14:45 Exploring PE in the Primary Clodagh Ryan & Anna Jeziorowska                              Primary 
In this practical workshop we will explore various types of learning within the physical education context. 
Participants will get the opportunity to inquire into skill related fitness in combination with cross curricular skills.  
We will reflect on the connections between PE and other subjects in the primary curriculum and how time can be 
maximised for teachers, in their school day, through cross curricular activities. Come and discover different ways to 
use PE games & strategies to engage students in science, maths & geography skills!  The aim is for participants to 
leave the workshop equipped with practical take home games & experiences to use with their students. 



 

 
15:15-16:30 Positive Psychology in the Classroom… Fiona Forman           Primary 
Positive Psychology in the Classroom: Character Strengths and Positive Emotion   
Fiona will introduce two particular components of Positive Psychology: Character Strengths and Positive Emotion. 
Research showing the benefits of each component to well being will be outlined. Fiona will then share some 
practical ideas for developing each component in the classroom setting. These ideas are particularly suited to 
children aged between 8 and 12 years. Video clips of children engaging with these topics will be shown. The 
presentation is suited to Primary Teachers who are interested in the area of mental health, on a personal or 
professional level. 
 
 
PRIMARY STREAM 
 
 
9:00-10:15 Speaking Progression Using Raps and Catchy Songs Carole Nicoll         Primary 
Carole is presenting two sessions.  Each session will include different songs and rhymes, appropriate to the relevant 
age level. This workshop will demonstrate how the learning of relevant topic-based catchy songs can vitally assist 
when learning any language.  Words attached to music enable the permanent retention of chunks of vocabulary and 
grammar, generally enhancing learning across the curriculum.  Carole demonstrates this method of learning using 
IMI (Involuntary Musical Imagery) or ‘Earworms’. This will be a fun-filled workshop, demonstrating how teachers 
can enable their pupils to retain extensive language by using Catchy Songs, Raps and Rhythm. She will demonstrate 
how learning songs, raps and rhymes, containing topical phrases and everyday relevant questions and answers, can 
enable pupils to subconsciously acquire extensive language along with the correct pronunciation and intonation, 
without even trying!  This method also greatly facilitates efficient speaking progression, as each newly acquired 
song, rap or rhyme, provides a base of vocabulary that is automatically built upon.  The ‘acquisition’ of just one 
song or rhyme a week, throughout Pre Primary and Primary, will provide the student with an incredibly 
comprehensive, subconscious, library of chunks of language which will be available to be drawn upon in later 
years. Audience participation is encouraged. Suitable for young children and adults with developmental delays 
(Special Needs), Pre-Primary, Primary and any fun loving teens and adults! Examples in English, French, Spanish, 
Italian and German. 
 
10:45-12:00 Letting the World in: Helping Children Deal with Climate Change    Judith Black   Primary 
Our children are growing up in a world plagued by climate disruption and all the difficulties and hardships that it 
does and will generate.  Obviously, we do not want them to carry this issue on their small shoulders, but they live in 
a world reeling from the results of global warming. From a refugee crisis to the slow evaporation of clean water, 
they are not immune to the resulting issues.  We can acknowledge what is happening, address their anxiety, and 
model behaviors that could empower them through stories.  Ancient tales have a deep abiding love of the earth and 
the role of humans in maintaining its balance. This storytelling session will offer folklore that can be used to 
introduce and wrestle with the issue, as well as models that encourage children to act in response to it.  
 
13:30-14:45 Using Graphic Novels to Inspire Writing  Tara Magee      Ages 9-12 
Studying graphic novels in the primary classroom is an excellent way of inspiring pupils to write. When reading 
graphic novels less confident writers are supported in their visualisation of what is happening. This shows them 
what good readers do when they read. The study of the different panels and the illustrations themselves support an 
understanding of how characters and settings are portrayed and developed, how tension and suspense can be built 
up and how narratives are put together.  Using graphic novels, including Flotsam by David Wiesner, this workshop 
will look at how pupils aged 9 and over can develop narrative techniques to improve their story writing. Teachers 
will be led through a series of activities that can be done with pupils to combine effective use of grammar and 
vocabulary with knowledge of how to hook and engage a reader.  

 
15:15-16:30 Planning for Extended Writing Using Quality Texts Tara Magee      Ages 7-11 
This workshop will look at how to use quality children’s literature to inspire writing. We will be looking at 
planning for a three or four-week unit of work leading to a quality piece of extended writing. The planning process 
includes: A ‘hook’ to engage pupil interest/purpose for writing, reading and responding to a quality text, enjoying 
the writer’s craft, understanding how the writer has crafted their narrative,  unpicking the writer’s craft, looking at 
grammatical structures, vocabulary and punctuation and how they impact upon overall meaning, practicing the 
writer’s craft though shorter pieces of writing, grammar games, sentence work, effective pupil planning for their 
own narrative/extended piece , securing effective composition, applying the writer’s craft in their own writing, edit 
and re-draft. Delegates will have a chance to look through a range of quality picture books and consider written 



 

outcomes for pupils. Each text shared will also have a detailed planning overview that can be taken away and used 
in schools.  
 
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY STREAM 
 
 
9:00-10:15 Digital Portfolios   Ingrid Kay & Susanna de Almeida        Primary 
We believe that technology should be purposefully integrated in the 21st century classroom and have been using 
QR codes to document and track children¹s learning. In our session participants will see how by using QR codes we 
made our student portfolios interactive, how class assessments/reflections become valuable and cumulative 
(especially in an Early Years environment where children are not necessarily able to write down their results or 
feelings), learn how using QR codes in different ways can enable children to become independent learners in all 
areas of the curriculum, identify mistakes to avoid when making and using QR codes and learn how to actually 
make QR codes to start to use them in their own classes. 
 
10:45-12:00 Fostering Collaboration through Google Apps Emily Rozé & Neil McKain          MS/HS 
Is your school interested in using GAFE in the classroom? Are you interested in learning more about how GAFE 
can foster collaboration? Let us share with you our journey from zero to full integration of GAFE across our middle 
and upper schools. It has not always been easy but we believe that the students have learned how to be better 
organized, utilize real world tools, build their digital competencies and most importantly benefit from collaboration 
in new and important ways. Our session is aimed at people who do not use Google Apps for Education on a regular 
basis and are interested in learning some of the basic features along with how to begin implementing it on a bigger 
scale. Bring your own device. 
 
13:30-14:45 Getting the Most out of the Google Classroom Emily Rozé & Neil McKain             MS/HS 
Have you tried Google Classroom or are you interested in trying Google Classroom? Come learn about all the new 
features and some of the best ways to foster collaboration within your classroom using this tool. Whether it is 
grading assignments or keeping your students connected to the classroom outside of the school’s walls, Google 
Classroom offers many great features. We will give you a chance to try these out from both the teacher and 
student’s perspective to get a strong understanding of using this great tool immediately in your class. Bring your 
own device. 
 
15:15-16:30 Using Your iPads to Foster Collaboration  Emily Rozé & Katrina Fullerton  Primary 
It can often be difficult navigating how to use iPads & Apps in a way that fosters real collaboration and new 
learnings. We will show you our favorite Apps and discuss concrete ways to use them in the classroom to support 
collaboration, fluency, student ownership and so much more. The Apps are just the jumping off block for students 
to really begin to work with and understand information in new and creative ways. We will allow you time to 
examine the Apps and look at ways to implement them immediately into your classes. Bring your own device. 
 
 
LEARNING SUPPORT STREAM 
 
 
9:00-10:15 The Reading Puzzle: Process and Pitfalls in Learning to Read    Karen Holler         Ages 7-15 
Reading is the core academic skill that all children are required to master by the end of the elementary school 
years.  Reading is embedded into almost every other academic pursuit including math, science, history and, of 
course, language arts.  Children and adolescents with reading disorders can experience problems not only with 
academic achievement but also with low self-esteem, poor mood, anxiety or even behavioral issues.  Reading 
difficulties are often related to organic factors.  For example, dyslexia is primarily a phonological disorder linked to 
specific areas of brain function.  Other issues that can interfere with reading include slow processing speed, 
inattention, skipping or adding words, reversals, visual scanning deficits, and/or poor persistence.   This section will 
review the process of becoming a good reader, issues that can interfere with becoming a good reader, and methods 
for remediating a variety of reading disorders in both younger and older students. 
 
 
 



 

10:45-12:00 You’re Not the Boss of Me…     Karen Holler       Ages 7-15 
You’re Not the Boss of Me: The Impact of Executive Dyscontrol on Learning Behavior & Social Skills. 
Executive control is an essential element for success in learning, social functions, behavior and emotional 
regulation.  Executive control refers to a broad range of skills including focus, problem solving, flexibility, 
persistence, multi-tasking, sequencing, delayed gratification, and initiation.  Children and adolescents with 
executive difficulties are often quite bright but struggle to reach their true potential.  Executive dysfunction has 
been related to a range of difficulties and disorders including ADHD, learning problems, sensory integration 
deficits, and autism as well as vague complaints such as academic inconsistency, “forgetting,” losing materials and 
disorganization.  This section describes the organic underpinnings of executive development and control, and the 
impact of executive difficulties on learning, social functions, behavior and emotional control.  The process of 
evaluating and treating executive dysfunction will be discussed. 
 
13:30-14:45 Sensori-Motor Readiness in Young Children Lise Faulise                           Pre-Primary 
The dramatic changes in children’s growth from toddler to kindergardner stages are remarkable. Understanding the 
complexity of the cognitive, social-emotional and sensorimotor metamorphosis is a keystone to help facilitate a 
confident, independent and ready learner. This course taught by an occupational therapist will include the key 
development stages for this age group including how hand dominance emerges, when memory is consolidated and 
how posture development influences pre-reading skills. In addition, atypical developmental patterns and the impact 
that these have on the child’s learning in the classroom will be discussed. Intervention strategies for home and in 
the classroom are the primary aspect of this session. Ready to use strategies to help improve posture, stamina, focus 
and motor control will be incorporated in a workshop fashion. The participant will gain an understanding of how to 
identify when there is a delay, how to help prevent future delays and when to intervene. 
 
15:15-16:30 Preparing for Sensori-Motor Demands in Primary Children         Lise Faulise      Ages 6-12 
The explosion of developmental events from 6 to 12 years of age is some of the largest growth phases in life! 
Successful sensory integration lays the foundation for automatic skills at later stages, making this developmental 
phase a pivotal point for academic success. The integration of the two sides of the body allows for coordination of 
balance, bi-manual coordination, eye muscle teaming for visual perception and reading skills as well as body 
awareness and its relationship to handwriting. These skills provide the basis for emotional security, cognitive 
flexibility, sustained attention, organization and memory. This occupational therapist-led course will review the 
ages and stages of this primary aged group as well as the atypical developmental trends. Classroom intervention 
strategies that are easily incorporated into the typical structure of the day are included in this workshop-style 
presentation. Course content includes: effective tools to help students get focused and stay engaged; technology that 
supports written output; and strategies for the disorganized student. The participant will gain an understanding of 
typical and atypical development, how to design a curriculum to support students that need to move to learn and 
how to support written output and other sensorimotor demands in the academic environment. 

 
 

MATHS/SCIENCE STREAM 
 
 
 9:00-10:15 Computational Fluency and Mastery in Maths Edison David       Ages 5-11 
In this course you will learn how to embed the mastery approach into your mathematics lessons. This workshop will 
include a comprehensive overview of the principles and belief system of mastery in mathematics, knowledge of the 
features of a mastery curriculum, and the implications of teaching for mastery in Mathematics. You will gain an 
understanding of the implications of assessing for mastery in mathematics and strengthened subject expertise 
through exploring approaches successfully used in some Pacific Rim countries 
 
10:45-12:00 Able, Gifted and Talented Learners  Edison David       Ages 5-11 
This course will include defining and identifying more able and talented learners as well as developing an ethos for 
challenge and high expectations. We will explore practical strategies and ideas for developing classroom provision 
and designing tasks for challenge. You will also examine questioning skills and dialogue to elicit higher order 
responses and look at designing and managing collaborative work to engage able learners as well as developing 
independent learning skills and related tasks, enquiry and problem based approaches, developing language and 
reading, and using homework to challenge and extend. Finally, we will discuss resources to motivate and engage 
more able learners. 
 
 



 

 
13:30-14:45   Creating a FABLAB in your school: why, where and how     R. McCormick & L. Ardrit    P/MS 
 (Limited capacity) 
Thinking of launching a FABLAB in your school? In this session, teachers will discover exactly what a FABLAB 
is. They will be introduced to the basic equipment required in order to set up such a program and will find out how 
to integrate a FABLAB through STEAM, into the core curriculum. Those attending will also be taken through the 
steps involved in holding a “Maker Faire” and “Cardboard Challenge” two exciting children's events that have 
become popular components of FABLABS. 
 
15:15-16:30 STEM: Give it Up for the Gifted  Michael Gregory               Primary/Middle  
Are gifted kids getting you down? Do you find yourself at a loss or exasperated when dealing with an endless 
stream of questions from a kid who already seems to know all the answers? Fight questions with questions! And, if 
that fails, just ask more questions! In this workshop, I will share ideas from various gifted programs I have 
developed over the past fours years at the Ecole Jeannine Manuel. Largely scientific in nature, this gifted program 
draws many ideas from modern tendencies science inquiry and the maker movement, with inspiration from as far 
afield as San Francisco's world-famous Exploratorium! 

 
 
WELL BEING STREAM 
 
 
9:00-10:15 Dealing with Difficult Parents  Maggie Goldthorpe                                   All 
I have been a teacher for forty years. Throughout that time children have not really changed very much. Parents, 
however, or at least parents’ attitudes towards teachers have changed immeasurably. Parents are now so keen for 
their children to be seen as ‘perfect’ they struggle to accept any kind of criticism of their child. Their child has to be 
perceived as a perpetual success! Any kind of real or imagined academic or social failure is blamed on the teacher. 
This not only leads to teacher stress but also to children having poor self-discipline and little resilience. What is 
more, a few difficult, dissatisfied and gossipy parents can cause mayhem in a school. This talk will give you a 
practical, school wide, teacher-friendly system for successfully working with difficult parents.  

 
10:45-12:00 Helping Children to be Their Best Selves   Maggie Goldthorpe  Pre-Primary/Primary 
We want our pupils to be academic successes, of course, but we also want them to have resilience and personal 
strength of character. We want them to be able to treasure and care for each other, to forgive, share, listen and live 
their young lives with honesty and integrity. How do we do that? How do we give children the skills and resilience 
to be their best selves now and to go on being their best selves throughout their lives? It will not be through chance! 
This session will show how we can make this happen through having a clear school ethos backed up by practical 
school systems.  
 
13:30-14:45 Introduction to Positive Psychology  Fiona Forman          Primary 
In this session, Fiona will provide an introduction to Positive Psychology, which is the science of well-being. The 
concepts underpinning this relatively new branch of psychology will be outlined. Seligman’s PERMA model of 
well-being will be discussed. Implications for enhancing personal well-being will then be presented.  Research on 
the value of applying Positive Psychology to the school setting will be evaluated and Fiona will outline her personal 
experience of applying Positive Psychology interventions in the classroom. The presentation is suited to Primary 
Teachers who are interested in the area of mental health, on a personal or professional level. 
 
15:15-16:30 Bodywork, Mindfulness and the Voice Rebecca Cuthbertson                                  All 
Practical exercises to help both teachers and students develop PRESENCE and become effective, connected, 
powerful communicators. The processes of teaching and learning that occur in the average classroom tend to keep 
the humans involved in those processes very much “in their heads” for long periods of time. It is very easy at such 
times to forget that the body even exists, and very easy to negate its importance. However, the act of 
communicating is an intensely physical act and it can be very useful to prepare the body (including the voice) 
effectively for its role in that process, and also to develop the habit of tuning into our bodies at regular intervals, 
thereby developing mindfulness, improving stress reactivity and preserving vocal and physical health. 
 

 
 
 



 

GENERAL STREAM 
 
 
9:00-10:15 Competency vs. Performance  Dr Hélène Leone                                   All 
Many educators are faced with the challenges of the linguistic and cultural diversities of their students in an 
intercultural classroom. Through student narratives, this presentation will discuss how students make a distinction 
between competency and performance related to their language learning. Students’ self-assessment moves beyond 
the spoken language and extends to their written and reading proficiencies. We will demonstrate how students’ self-
assessment influences the strategies they use to negotiate socially constructed and co-constructed discursive 
practices in an intercultural setting. The relationship between native language, habitual language, language choice, 
and language proficiency is discussed. 
 
10:45-12:00 Digital Citizenship   Elizabeth Milovidov                  All 
Digital Citizenship is often mistaken for online safety, but the true concept goes much further.  A digital citizen 
uses technology responsibly, knows his/her rights, and respects others online and off and educators are in the 
enviable position to help children “begin as they mean to go on.”   There are several programs on Digital 
Citizenship in the United States and Europe and this session on Digital Citizenship in Schools highlights some of 
the best practices.  The session is led by Dr. Elizabeth Milovidov, a consultant for the Council of Europe on Digital 
Citizenship Education, and is geared towards teachers of all ages.  The session will explore useful strategies to help 
children (and their parents) on their digital journey and will identify key resources that teachers can adapt for their 
own schools. 
 
13:30-14:45 Teaching Presentation Skills in the Classroom   Rebecca Cuthbertson                                  All 
I have heard many times a potentially apocryphal story about a study done in the U.S. wherein respondents were 
asked what they fear most and, above even death, the respondents overwhelmingly said that public speaking was 
their greatest fear. Very few of us enjoy the benefits of actual training and practice in public speaking before we 
find ourselves in the position of having to do it, which can make the whole experience intensely frightening. 
Despite this, when we ask students to make presentations in class, we often focus almost exclusively on the content 
and structure of the material they present and offer very little, if any, guidance or feedback on the physical act of 
making the presentation. And this means, I believe, that we are missing out on a tremendous opportunity to 
empower students by providing them the chance to develop real skills and confidence in an arena that most adults it 
seems would rather die than enter. This workshop would focus on practical methods for teaching presentation skills 
and public speaking in the classroom as an end in itself, and not simply as a means of exploring other educational 
content. 
 
15:15-16:30  BICS or CALP? Key Elements of Academic Language Development  Jenny Feinmann   All 
The apparently well-developed English conversational skills of students in international and bilingual schools may 
conceal underlying language or learning difficulties related to underdeveloped academic language (AL). This 
presentation will share research findings that add to our knowledge base about the nature of AL and factors 
affecting its development. Firstly, a multidimensional model will be presented which enables teachers and other 
practitioners to identify the lexical, cognitive and interpersonal elements of AL.  Participants will watch videos of 
Grade 6 students talking about their work and then analyse the transcripts with the aid of a rubric. The critical 
background experiences contributing to the AL development of these students will be explored. The final 
discussion will consider to what extent the methods presented in this session might help educators distinguish 
between multilingual students who are following a normal path of English language development and those who 
may need particular support.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Job-Alike Round Tables 
 
 
Job-Alike Round tables provide conference attendees with an opportunity to get together in an informal setting, 
share concerns and address common challenges. Current issues are examined and attendees take away practical 
solutions to apply in their school context.  Attendees can form work groups to stay in touch throughout the year. 

 
Curriculum Design and Revision 
Chair: Carleen Helaili.  
Carleen is the all-school Curriculum Coordinator at the American School of Paris. 
This round table marks the launch of the ELSA Curriculum Work Group.  
 
Leadership (This round table is for leadership and middle management only) 
Chair: James Cathcart. 
James is Director of the British Section at the Lycée International St. Germain-en-Laye, and President of ASIBA.  
 
Guidance Counselors and Pastoral Care 
Chair: Brendan McCann.  
Brendan is Head of Pastoral Care at British School of Paris 
This round table marks the launch of the ELSA Counselors’ and Pastoral Care Work Group.  
 
UK University Admissions 
Chair: Betty Lau 
Betty Lau is Head of English and University Advising at the Sections Internationales de Sèvres.   
 
STEAM 
Chair: Marcy Zicari. 
Marcy teaches high school Science at Notre Dame International High School and is the coordinator of the ELSA 
STEAM high school 2016-2017 inter-school competition. 
Share and exchange information and resources, what’s going on in other schools, existing competitions, and launch 
of the ELSA STEAM inters-school contest. 
 
Librarians 
Chair: Helen Stathopulos  
Helen is a school librarian at Ecole Jeannine Manuel Paris.  
 
 



 

SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 
 
 
Leigh Ardrit      
Leigh Ardrit, originally from Scotland, has been an Elementary classroom teacher at Marymount International 
School, Paris for over 20 years. She is now responsible for the FABLAB, integrating STEAM throughout the core 
subjects, as well as being the Technology Integrationist for Middle School. Leigh is also the Math Coordinator at 
Marymount. 
 
Judith Black    
Judith Black, one of America’s foremost storytellers, retells history from new perspectives, tickles familial 
dysfunction, offers ironic explorations of aging, and most recently has turned her skills towards climate 
disruption.  As a Wheelock College graduate and former teacher she is able to draw storytelling through the 
educational landscape, showing its profound uses in cognitive, emotional, and social learning. Her work for adults 
has been featured twelve times at the National Storytelling Festival and on stages from the Montreal Comedy 
Festival to the Art Museum of Cape Town, SA. She is the winner of the Oracle Award, storytelling’s most coveted 
laurel, and was recently given the Brother Blue and Ruth Hill Award. Presently, she is trying to figure out how to 
live without burning fossil fuels and teaches two classes annually: 
www.tellingstoriestochildren.com or www.storiesalive.com 
 
James Cathcart    
James was appointed Director of the British Section of the Lycée International in Saint Germain-en-Laye in 2010. 
Prior to this appointment, James taught History in the British Section at Saint Germain-en-Laye since his arrival in 
France in 2002. He is an Assistant Moderator for OIB oral examinations in History-Geography and led the working 
group convened by the Cambridge Inspector for History-Geography to devise and implement a new OIB oral 
examination in History-Geography for first examination in June 2010. James also takes a keen interest in promoting 
the OIB among institutions of higher education and delivered a workshop presenting the OIB at the UCAS Annual 
Admissions Conference in April 2009 with Nicholas Baker, the National Subject Leader for OIB English. James is 
a graduate of Oxford University, and President of ASIBA (Association des Sections Internationales Britanniques et 
Anglophones.) 
 
Rebecca Cuthbertson    
Rebecca is a Voice & Text teacher/coach with eleven years’ experience working with young, in-training actors, as 
well as seasoned professionals.  Originally a high school English and Drama teacher in Ontario, Canada, repeated 
experiences with on-the-job vocal fatigue and voice loss led her to seek out voice training with Toronto’s renowned 
coach, David Smukler. Finding the voice and body work she encountered in those classes powerfully therapeutic, 
she decided to chart a new course for her life and completed her MA in Voice Studies at the Royal Central School 
of Speech and Drama in London, UK. Rebecca’s fascination with the importance of the body-mind connection in 
promoting emotional, mental and physical health is the foundation of her voice work practice and her research into 
breath work and its implications for actor training can be found in the book, Breath in Action: The Art of Breath in 
Vocal and Holistic Practice.   
 
Edison David    
Edison David is head of a primary school in Southeast London. His school is a National Support School, currently 
supporting various schools around England including schools in Norwich, Devon, Portsmouth and London. He also 
serves as a Local Authority School Improvement Adviser. Edison works for OFSTED, inspecting schools in the 
London and the Southeast Region. Mr David regularly presents in national conferences and events talking about his 
leadership successes in school improvement, achievements of disadvantaged children, narrowing the gap, 
provisions for gifted and talented pupils, achievement and standards in mathematics, among others. He was recently 
selected to be a member of the review group tasked to advise the Department for Education regarding Data 
Management and Teacher Workload. 
 
Susana de Almeida     
Currently working at Marymount International School of Paris in a Kindergarten class, Susana de Almeida holds a 
Master in Educational Sciences and a Degree in Teaching English as a Second Language and has been teaching for 
15 years. She has published English as a Second Language books and is a speaking examiner for Young Learners 
for the University of Cambridge. 
 



 

 
Edward Denniston     
Writer and poet Edward Denniston lives in Waterford, Ireland and attended Trinity College Dublin. He is an 
experienced facilitator of creative writing and drama workshops. Before retiring in 2014 he was a secondary level 
teacher of English and Drama. During this time, he facilitated workshops for teachers at regional and national level. 
In 2007 his book of drama scripts, Interacting (Russell House UK) was published. In recent years he has been part 
of a Theatre Royal Waterford Shakespeare project, editing and preparing plays for performance. He continues to 
facilitate writing and drama workshops for adults and young people. Currently, he is completing an M.A. 
dissertation in the area of romanticism and contemporary nature poetry. Two collections of his poetry have been 
published with a third due out in June 2017 from Salmon Poetry. In May 2016, his poem Sheepskin Coat won the 
Hungry Hill poetry competition. He has led Shakespeare and Performance workshops for International 
Baccalaureate students at Ecole Jeannine Manuel, Lille, France.  In 2017, Edward will join the tutoring and 
assessment team for the teacher-training programme at National University of Limerick.  
 
Lise Faulise      
Lise Gerard Faulise is renowned internationally for her workshops on sensory processing disorders. Ms. Faulise is 
the founder of Rehab New England, a private sensory integration-oriented practice in Rhode Island, and co-founder 
of the Wolf School in East Providence, Rhode Island, designed for K-8 children with learning differences. She 
currently conducts research at the Wolf School and provides private clinical services in the New England area. Ms. 
Faulise’s past experience includes teaching administration/management at Worcester State College and clinical 
instruction at Saint Louis University, where she was director of the Faculty Practice in the Department of 
Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy. She received her Advanced Masters of Science in Occupational 
Therapy from Boston University. 
 
Jenny Feinmann      
Trained and experienced as a primary and secondary school teacher then educational psychologist in the UK, Jenny 
has worked for 27 years as a learning support teacher and psychologist in bilingual and international schools in 
France and Cambodia. Her doctoral research project, “Spoken Academic Language: a multiple case study” (2016), 
explored factors which affect the academic success of multilingual students. This work stresses the importance of 
understanding the longitudinal development of multilingualism. It has been presented at international conferences 
and workshops for teachers, administrators, psychologists and other practitioners.  Jenny is passionate about 
promoting the growth mindsets necessary for all those involved to remain optimistic about positive outcomes for 
students who seem to be struggling to learn additional languages. She is currently working as a free-lance 
Educational Psychologist offering consultation, assessment, training and supporting action research. She has 2 
multilingual sons and her hobbies include golf and playing the saxophone.   
 
Fiona Forman     
Fiona Forman is a Primary School Teacher from Dublin, Ireland. She has almost thirty years of teaching experience 
and has taught all primary class levels. Fiona holds an honours B.Ed. degree and a Diploma in Montessori 
Education. Fiona’s keen interest in children’s well-being and mental health led her to undertake a M.Sc. in Applied 
Positive Psychology (MAPP) with the University of East London (expected completion - 2017). She is the co-
author of Weaving Well-Being, a recently published well-being programme for children from 8-12 years. Fiona has 
also co-designed and delivered a number of professional development courses for teachers on the subject of 
Positive Psychology in schools. 
 
Katrina Fullerton     
I am a Primary School Teacher currently teaching in both upper and lower elementary school in Cité Scolaire 
Internationale in Lyon. I received my International Bachelor of Education at St. Patrick’s College in Dublin. As 
well as my teaching role, I am also responsible for technology integration in the Primary school, which involves 
training and assisting teachers in the effective use and integration of technology into their teaching and into their 
students’ learning. 
 
Maggie Goldthorpe    
Maggie Goldthorpe is a teacher and author. She has been a teacher for 40 years, teaching in mainstream primary, 
secondary and primary special schools as well as an advisory teacher with two LEAs. She has worked with IAPS, 
ISA, British and American Service Schools, GDST and GSA schools for the last 19 years. This work has 
principally been with school leadership teams on long term strategic planning for ethos, vision and values, as well 
as consequent staff training. She specialises in practical training that helps schools enable pupils to become their 
best selves. Margaret has spoken at numerous conferences worldwide and has written eight books.  
 



 

 
 
Michael Gregory   
When not teaching, hiking, eating, running, biking, drinking or canoeing, you can probably find Michael in a 
hardware store, museum, or lab cooking up some more mad-scientist equipment to share with his students.  Proud 
founder of the Homemade Lab Project (2013) and Science Video Contest (2015 
www.youtube.com/sciencevideocontest ), and creator of numerous gifted programs (2013-16) spanning from CE1 
to 3e (7-16 years old).  Michael has recently been named coordinator of science programs for gifted students at the 
Ecole Jeannine Manuel in Paris, and has been instrumental in the school-developed science inquiry curriculum 
being adopted at the Ecoles Jeanine Manuel of Lille and London. 
 
Carleen Helaili 
Carleen Helaili is the Curriculum Coordinator for the American School of Paris.  She works throughout ASP with 
educators on the written, taught and assessed curriculum with a focus on differentiated instruction.  Collaborating 
with teachers in teams or departments Carleen develops curriculum using the backwards design model (UbD) which 
includes a focus on assessments and differentiation. 
 
Carleen has a MA in Special Education and Teaching from Fordham University and a BS in Mathematics and 
Secondary Teaching from Stony Brook University. Her experience as an educator includes 4 years as a curriculum 
coordinator and 18 years as a secondary mathematics teacher in private, public and international schools.  At the 
elementary level, she did her Special Education practicum in a kindergarten summer program for children with 
special needs. 
 
At ASP, Carleen worked along side of ASP’s visiting professor and her mentor, Grant Wiggins in the many aspects 
of curriculum development specifically Understanding by Design and Schooling by Design from 2012 to 
2015.  Finally, she co-chaired the re-accreditation process including the preparation of the self-studies, planning for 
the team visit from the Council of International Schools (CIS)/Middle States Association (MSA) in 2013-14 
 
Dr Karen Holler     
Dr. Holler is a distinguished Pediatric Clinical Neuropsychologist and Associate Professor at the Alpert Medical 
School, Brown University. Dr. Holler graduated with a Ph.D. in 1996 from the University of Florida, and 
completed her residency and postdoctoral fellowship at the Brown Medical School Psychology Training 
Consortium in 1998. She has co-authored dozens of publications, and received the Alpert Medical School of Brown 
University Teaching Recognition Award in 2006 and 2014. For the last two decades, Dr. Holler has worked 
extensively with children and families to identify and overcome a variety of cognitive and psychosocial 
difficulties.  Her clinical focus has been on learning disabilities and the impact of executive dysfunction on the 
social, emotional and behavioral functioning of children. Dr. Holler’s research has in the last decade has centered 
on identifying and addressing the impact of poverty and trauma on neurocognition in under-served children. 
 
Laura Hynes     
Laura Hynes is a graduate of Trinity College Dublin, where she studied English and French.  She began her 
teaching career in 2007 as a teacher of English at Lymm High School, a large comprehensive school which was 
judged outstanding by Ofsted in 2008.  In 2010, she began teaching in Chesham Grammar School which is both 
selective and highly academic.  Her role in this Ofsted outstanding school was Lead Teacher for Teaching and 
Learning and whole-school Literacy Co-ordinator. From 2013 to 2016, she taught at Tolworth Girls’ School 
(Director of English- Associate Assistant Head), where she led significant improvement in results and the quality of 
teaching within the department.  She is now an Assistant Head Teacher with responsibility for Teaching School and 
literacy across the curriculum at Windsor Girls’ School, judged to be an outstanding school by Ofsted in 2013.  She 
leads on NQT and Schools Direct provision as well as developing the CPD provision across a partnership of 
schools.  She remains a committed and passionate classroom teacher, sharing a love of learning and English with 
colleagues and students alike.  
 
Anna Jeziorowska     
Anna Jeziorowska has been the Head of Physical Education of the Primary campus of International School of Paris 
for the last 5 years. Prior to that she worked as a special education teacher in UK and PE teacher in Poland. She has 
also worked in Sweden, Switzerland and USA where she taught and coached swimming.  She has recently 
presented at the European conference for International PE teachers on the concepts of aim and accuracy in target 
games.  Anna graduated from Academy of Physical Education in Gdansk, Poland with a MA degree. 
 
 



 

 
 
Ingrid Kay      
Having 18 years of teaching experience, Ingrid Kay is currently working at Marymount International School of 
Paris as a technology integrationist. She has taught from Kindergarten to Grade 7 all around the world, which has 
given her a global view of the way technology, can be effectively used in the classroom environment. 
 
Betty Lau 
Betty is Head of English and University Advising at the Sections Internationales de Sèvres. She is an adviser for 
universities in the UK and and oversees the post-bac guidance programme at Sèvres for the anglophone section.  
Betty has been part of the OIB community for more than 15 years, beginning her career at the Lycée International 
de St.Germain-en-Laye. She was for many years on the ELSA FRANCE planning committee for the annual TDD 
(Teacher Development Day) in Paris, and is now a board member of ASIBA, which promotes and supports 
international sections offering the British option of the OIB. She is also part of the ASIBA University Entrance 
Group, led by Nick Baker.  
 
Dr Hélène Leone     
Hélène H. Leone earned her Ph.D. in Education from the University of Ottawa. Dr. Leone has taught students from 
kindergarten to the university level. She has taught teachers how to teach, and how students learn. As a university 
lecturer, Dr. Leone has also taught about social justice across the curriculum, as well as education and media 
through the Faculty of Education at the University of British Columbia. Dr. Leone has been the DP Coordinator in 
the International Baccalaureate Programme (IB), and Head of Modern Languages in the IB MYP and PYP 
Programmes. Dr. Leone has worked as an educational researcher for the Office of the Commissioner of Official 
Languages, the Fédération culturelle-canadienne française and Heritage Canada. Dr. Leone was born in Montreal, 
Quebec and raised in Vancouver, British Columbia. Dr. Leone now lives in Paris, and is the founder and director of 
the Canadian Bilingual School of Paris. 
 
Rory McCormick     
Rory McCormick has been working in education for 13 years. He taught secondary school Mathematics to 11 – 18 
year olds for 10 years in the UK and is currently working as a middle school teacher at Marymount International 
School Paris. Rory graduated from Queens University Belfast with a BSc Hons in Mathematics and obtained a Post 
Graduate Certificate in Education from Hope University Liverpool. He is now studying for a Masters in 
Educational Leadership at Edge Hill University. Having worked as a Head of Department and Advanced Skills 
teacher in the UK, he is now the STEM coordinator for Marymount and helped launch their newly built fabrication 
laboratory in September 2016. 
 
Brendan McCann     
Brendan McCann is the Head of Pastoral Care at The British School of Paris, a position he has held for the past four 
years. He is also completing a Masters in Education with a focus on intercultural competence amongst students in 
international schools. Brendan spends a lot of time exploring aspects which affect students educational experiences 
and he has a particular interest in tackling anxieties and stresses caused by modern day living and expectation. 
 
Neil McKain    
Neil McKain is a History and Geography teacher at the Cité Scolaire Internationale in Lyon, France. Neil is 
originally from Edinburgh in Scotland. He holds a degree in Geography from St Andrews University. In 2000 Neil 
completed a PGCE and began his teaching career at North Berwick High School in Scotland. In 2003 he and his 
wife moved to New Zealand, where Neil continued to work as a Geography teacher. Following the birth of their 
first son in 2007, Neil and his wife decided to move back to Europe. An exciting opportunity arose in France so 
they moved to Lyon in 2008 and Neil took up his current position. When he's not teaching, Neil is a keen cyclist 
and enjoys getting out and about with his two sons. He really appreciates the benefits of living in France and keeps 
a well-stocked wine cellar: the fulfilment of a lifelong dream. 

 
Tara McGee    
I am currently a deputy head teacher of a large primary school in Lewisham, South east London.  Having worked in 
education for 20 years both in schools and as a Local Authority teaching and learning consultant/advisor, I have 
gained extensive experience of supporting school leaders and teachers to raise standards and improve classroom 
practice.  My subject specialism is English - I offer schools creative and motivational support for the planning, 
teaching and assessment of reading and writing.  I regularly lead training for Lewisham local authority, primarily on 
the teaching and learning of English across both key stages - with a particular focus on year 2 and year 6.  I have 
been an external writing assessment moderator for KS1 and KS2 for many years and I currently lead the year 6 



 

writing moderation team for Lewisham. In addition to the work I do in schools, I have completed two Open 
University courses on writing short stories - in between work and looking after my own three children, I feel there 
is a novel waiting patiently to be written... 
 
Dr. Elizabeth Milovidov     
Dr. Elizabeth Milovidov is an Independent Expert on Digital Parenting and a member of the Expert Working Group 
on Digital Citizenship Education for the Council of Europe. She is a lawyer from California, a law professor in 
Paris and an eSafety Consultant in Europe. She blogs for the Family Online Safety Institute and is a regular speaker 
at conferences and schools in Paris and Europe. Her core work involves researching solutions for parenting in the 
digital age to empower parents as they embark on the digital age adventure with their children. She is the founder of 
DigitalParentingCoach.com, a website and community with resources and tools for parents. 
 
Carole Nicoll     
Carole graduated from Aberdeen University where she studied French, German and Spanish, and went on to teach 
at Robert Gordon’s College.  Here, her methodology, (‘Speaking Progression using Song and Rap’) was tried and 
tested.  In 2003 she produced her first CD ‘Français! Français!!’ which won the European Award for Languages.  
Since then she has written a suite of resources for her company The Language Factory, where the emphasis is 
Learning through Song. Her resources, which have also been written for young learners of English (EFL/EAL) 
Spanish, German, and Italian, are now being used worldwide. Carole is based in Aberdeenshire in Scotland. 
nicollcarole@gmail.com / www.language-factory.co.uk 
 
Emily Rozé     
I am currently a Middle School teacher and Technology Coach at Cité Scolaire Internationale. Last year I 
completed The Certificate of Educational Technology and Information Literacy (Coetail) which focused on 
integrating creating and technology into a collaborative classroom.  
 
Clodagh Ryan     
Clodagh Ryan is currently a PE teacher and Primary School Vice Principal (Organisation) at the International 
School of Paris.  Clodagh was previously head of PE at ISP primary for ten years.  Clodagh has presented many 
times at the European conference for International PE teachers on topics varying from concept based PE to inquiry 
in gaelic football.  Clodagh graduated from the University of Limerick with a BSc in Physical Education and the 
University of Bath with an MA in Educational Leadership.  
 
Paddy Salmon     
Paddy Salmon (a former ELSA president) retired 5 years ago and is living in the Pays de Caux, though he and his 
wife Vicki (also an English teacher) offer residential English courses (through literature) for 11-18 year olds in 
international sections during school holidays (paddysalmon.wix.com/english-courses). He read English at 
Cambridge and was Head of English and Drama at the Sections Internationales de Sèvres for 25 years having taught 
in England for 13 years as Head of English in various comprehensive and grammar schools. A major pedagogical 
influence was and is "Teaching As A Subversive Activity" by Neil Postman and Charles Weingartner (1971). 
 
Ronald Schildge     
Ron Schildge teaches Design & Technology at the American School of Paris. His classes include Mobile 
Application Programming, Coding the Web, Simulations & Game Design, Robotics, and AP Computer Science. He 
has also taught English, History, Math, Economics, and Science at Holderness School, Proctor Academy, Suffield 
Academy, and at the United World College of India. He earned his MBA from the UMass, MA from Dartmouth 
College, and BA from Middlebury College. 
 
Dr Ellen Smith-Dennis     
Dr Ellen Smith-Dennis studied English and Linguistics at the University of Manchester and was awarded her PhD 
in Linguistics from the University of Newcastle, Australia, where she documented and wrote a grammar of an 
endangered language in Papua New Guinea. She has wide teaching experience of both linguistics and the English 
language in schools, colleges and universities in many countries, including Australia, Brazil, England, Fiji, 
Indonesia and Portugal. Ellen has expertise in grammatical description, linguistic diversity and change, language 
acquisition, multilingualism and English as a Foreign Language (EFL). She was previously employed on UCL’s 
Englicious ‘English Grammar for Teachers’ project (which involved running CPD courses for English teachers), 
and taught English Linguistics at UCL. She is now Assistant Professor in Linguistics in the Centre for Applied 
Linguistics at the University of Warwick. 
 
 



 

 
Dr Matthew Tomlinson     
I have lived in France with my wife and two children for seven years and   am currently working as a History 
teacher at the Lycée International of Saint-Germain en Laye, teaching students from sixième to terminale. My 
university years were spent at the London School of Economics, where I studied History as an undergraduate, and 
at York, where I undertook and MA and a PhD. The PhD was a study of the impact of the Great War upon civilians 
living in the Somme, with a specific focus upon the reconstruction of the towns and villages of the department in 
the wake of the devastation. Following this, I appeared in the BBC history series The Wonderful World of Albert 
Kahn, which looked at the work of the pioneer of colour photography in wartime France.  My interest in the 
psychological, political and social trauma of war has profoundly influenced my approach as an historian. I have 
become increasingly fascinated by the hidden dynamics which shape great events in history and use philosophical 
models of causation –be they Hegelian or Marxian as my intellectual guide.  I continue to work in French archives 
and aim one day to publish my work as a book. 
 
Bjorn Zajac     
“Pure” product of the French educational system, Bjorn Zajac is a physics and chemistry teacher preparing students 
for the French Baccalaureate. When he joined the Ecole Jeannine Manuel 11 years ago, he was rapidly confronted 
with different educational philosophies through the contact with international students and international colleagues. 
Thanks to many enriching experiences, like the creation of IQS, an Inquiry Based Program of sciences designed for 
middle school students, or the teaching of Theory of Knowledge for the IB, as well as being an examiner in physics 
for the IB program, he has tried to take the best of all these different approaches to enrich his experience as 
educator. 
 
Marcy Zicari     
Marcy Zicari is a NY state certified teacher in Biology, General Science and French for grades 7-12.  She earned 
her BA from Fordham University in Philosophy.  After raising her family she returned to school and earned a BS in 
Biology Education from SUNY at Buffalo. She received her MS in Curriculum Development and Instructional 
Technology from SUNY Albany.  Marcy is a founding faculty member at Notre Dame International High school. 

 



 

EXHIBITOR STANDS 2017 
 
Exhibitor stands are located in the cafeteria on Level -1, and can be accessed from the Main Hall.   
 
 

 
 
Learn about membership, on-going programs, partnerships, projects in development for schools. ELSA also 
proposes valuable volunteer opportunities for dynamic and resourceful contributors with a strong sense of 
commitment interested in serving the Association and its growth.  

 
 

 
 
deVere France S.a.r.l. is delighted to invite you to come and discuss the issues surrounding UK 
pensions and USA FATCA compliance, which is of particular interest to expatriates currently living in 
France. deVere France forms an integral part of the deVere Group of Companies. deVere Group is one of the 
world’s leading financial advisory organisations, providing expert, independent advice to expats and 
investors across the globe. Our aim is to support clients in creating, growing and safeguarding their wealth. 
 
jason.trowles@devere-france.fr 

 
 

 
 
TTS is home to award winning, unique and innovative educational resources which have been specifically 
created from teacher ideas around the world. TTS supplies over 18,000 products of which 20% are own 
developed; each year TTS creates over 350 unique and innovative products for the global market across the 
curriculum. 
 
Scott Topliss  
European International Schools Sales Manager TTS Group Ltd 
stopliss@tts-group.co.uk 
+44 (0)7974 789079 

 
 

 
Mallory International is a schools’ order consolidator,  working closely with British, European as well 
as  North American suppliers and publishers. Established in 1984, Mallory International  is a family 
company with family values putting  customer service  at the heart of their operations. 
 
Magali Savoye: magali@malloryint.co.uk 
Mallory International Ltd        
Aylesbeare Common Business Park | Exmouth Road | Aylesbeare | Devon | EX5 2DG 
Tel: +441395 239199 – Ext. 233 
 



 

 
 
Cambridge University Press unlocks people’s potential with the best learning and research solutions. The 
Education Group delivers educational resources and professional services for teachers and students that are 
used in 160 countries worldwide. All materials developed in our five publishing centres in Africa, Australia, 
India the UK and international business are designed to inspire, transform and enable teaching and learning. 
 
Peter Keeble: pkeeble@cambridge.org 
Sales Consultant for Europe and The Caribbean 
Cambridge University Press 
M: +44 (0) 796 1476 409 
Skype: pkeeble2 

 
 

 
 
 

Follett is the largest provider of educational materials and technology solutions to PreK-12 libraries, 
classrooms, learning centers and school districts in the United States, and a major supplier to educational 
institutions worldwide.  Follett distributes books, reference materials, digital resources, eBooks and 
audiovisual materials, as well as pre-owned textbooks. Follett also is one of the leading providers of 
integrated educational technology for the management of physical and digital assets, the tracking, storing 
and analyzing of academic data, and digital learning environment tools for the classroom focusing on student 
achievement. 
 
Emily Smith: frm@corpcom-events.com 
Corporate Communications, Inc. 27 Otis Street 
Suite 200 Westborough, MA 01581 (USA) 
P:+1-508-366-8595 F: +1-508-366-2545  
www.corpcom-events.com 

 
 

 
 
Stuart McDermid 
stuart.mcdermid@harpercollins.co.uk 
HarperCollins Publishers 
International Sales Manager - Europe 
HarperCollins Publishers 
77-85 Fulham Palace Road | Hammersmith | London W6 8JB 
Tel: +44 (0) 208 307 4114 - mob: +44 (0) 7557 18844 

 
 

  
 
Oxford University Press is a department of the University of Oxford. We further the University's objective 
of excellence in research, scholarship, and education by publishing worldwide. Our educational division 
provides resources from Early Years to post-16 study which cover curricula including the IB and Cambridge 
International Examinations. 
 
Contact your dedicated Education Consultant: 
Katherine Hall: Katherine.hall@oup.com 
Tel +44 1865 353741www.oup.com/oxed 
 



 

 
 
HMH is a global learning company with the mission of changing people’s lives by fostering passionate, 
curious learners. Among the world’s largest providers of pre-K-12 education solutions, HMH combines 
cutting-edge research, editorial excellence and technological innovation to improve teaching and learning 
environments and solve complex literacy and education challenges worldwide.  
 
Louise Moore 
louise.moore@hmhco.com  
Continental Europe Mobile: +44 7788 160186  

 
 

 
 
At Scholastic, we believe that literacy is the birth right of every child. Since 1920, we have been inspiring 
children and supporting their educators with authentic books, engaging instructional materials, cutting edge 
educational technology and ongoing professional development. Encourage a love of literacy and learning in 
your students with premium educational resources and authentic literature from Scholastic.  
Explore our international website with information tailored for your needs at www.scholastic.com. Here you 
will find free resources and downloadable for our educational materials and most popular titles, as well as 
access to our online catalogues.  
 
Sjenka Leslie: sleslie@scholastic.co.uk 
Mobile Number: +44 (0) 7789742568                            
www.scholastic.com/international 

 
 

  
 
Hodder Education is a leading service provider to schools worldwide, with Primary and Secondary student 
and teacher resources. We publish bestselling print and digital materials for the UK Curriculum, Cambridge 
International Examinations (Cambridge Primary to International A Level), the International Baccalaureate 
PYP, MYP and DP and Edexcel International GCSEs. Hodder Education also incorporates Philip Allan, who 
produce unique student magazines and Galore Park, a leading publisher of educational textbooks for pupils 
studying at independent schools. For more information, please go to our website : 
www.hoddereducation.com. 
  
Hannah Jallouli-White: Hannah.JallouliWhite@hoddereducation.co.uk 
Hodder Education 
50 Victoria Embankment 
London EC4Y 0DZ 
Mobile: +44 7584 509 029 
 

 
 

 
 
We envision a world in which all children can pursue a quality education that enables them to reach their full 
potential and contribute to their communities and the world. Room to Read seeks to transform the lives of 
millions of children in developing countries by focusing on literacy and gender equality in education. 
Working in collaboration with local communities, partner organizations and governments, we develop 



 

literacy skills and a habit of reading among primary school children, and support girls to complete secondary 
school with the relevant life skills to succeed in school and beyond.  
 
Julie Marks : jmarks@orange.fr 
Penny Fleury 
Shirley Mendelson 
www.roomtoread.org 
 

 
 

 
For over a decade, Bespoke has provided the highest quality tutoring, test preparation, and academic support 
to students from Kindergarten through Graduate School. With offices in New York City and Westchester as 
well as in Paris, France, Bespoke’s team of tutors and full-time staff provide expert educational support that 
includes college counseling, and access to our full-time psychologist for psychoeducational assessments and 
therapy. Bespoke's Paris office is located on the Columbia University campus in the 6eme.  At the moment 
in addition to their private work with families, they hold SAT and ACT classes at numerous Paris schools as 
well at weekend classes at their office.  
 
Zachary Fox 
zach@bespokeeducation.com 

 
 

 
SPRINT is a non-profit organization founded in Paris in 1986 to support the provision of education within 
the international schools for anglophone children with special needs.  SPRINT provides information and 
referral services for Anglophone families with children with special needs, an opportunity for professionals 
to share ideas and new developments in the field, education for schools about special needs.  
 
Within this group: Clinical Psychologists, Educational Psychologists, Family Therapists, Speech and 
Language Pathologists, Learning Disability Specialists, Special Educators and Tutors, Occupational 
Therapists, Social Workers, Art/MusicTherapists. Visit www.sprintfrance.fr for more information. 
 
Jane Plimsoll, President 
06 76 80 65 54 
jplimsoll@orange.fr 
 
 
  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


